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* The commissica informed 37
municipalrties that contain com-
mission bridges about the 840 mal-
Bea fund. he said.

 “We have beard from almost all
& 1hem” Mt{ar:n.-.:.' said.

" Mugavens saad the commission
will Fond izfrastzuctine projects,
mot ecomomic-development prog-
ects. When the brldp: Commis-
sion approved toll izcreases in
2002, critics complained the com-
massion wanted to spend money
o ecoaomic development. \

o 2003, Pennsylvania Gow Ed
Rendell and formes New Jersey
Gov. James E. McGreevey pres-
sured the commission to scale
back the toll increases and ap-
prowe other measures, including

he elimination of a $248 million
seif-insurance fund and sz agree-
ment that spexdizg ca local proj-
ects cutside commission property
wan't exceed $40 mallioa
wFreachtown has reguested
EP9E.000 for @ vaziety of impeove-
; near s free bradge 1o Bucks
Aincloding $25 000 for da-
pectional ad welcome s3gns and
30,000 to waden and pave pedes-
paths to the bridge.

Somal b rewhew the biloe path |
the rives and propose a plan
malos the riverfroat more: wisi-
.The area from the bike pathto
the river has plast and tree oves-
Sworen saad.
Frenchtown also bas ugnemed
$225,000 te beay o prq;!mu
a Wictosian-style park with
s and a nature path, l:o
a gravel parking Jot and
Rﬁnﬂ,ﬂﬂﬂ far histeric lighting at
the bridge entrance, the parking
lu and the new paric
¥ Pobatcong Township Council-
hnn Sal Vangell: said the town-
pap is requestizg $500,000 for
"old-time lights" at the New Jersey

Mayee Ron Swonen has reguest- |
$95.00010 hire alandscape peo-

entrance o the Riegelsville bridpe
and fe trafficcontmol, sadewalk
and road impoovements

“Hopefully, the bridge commis-
sion will ke receptive aad help
dress up the area and beautdy the
area” Vangelli said.

Miford Mayor James Gallos
said his borough has requested
ET50 000 for severad paojects, i=-
cluding a study of how to imgpeove
the operation of t2e traffic hght by
the Upper Black Eddy-Maford
bridge. The borowgh also wants
new sidewalks azd curbs along
Bridpe Strees and wants o remove
uresed railncad tracks acd create
apath along the rover

Behiderns Mavor Chasles Liegel
said kis fb-:fongh wants fundizg to
repave Water Street by the free
bridge to Lower Mouzt Bethel
Towmship. The cost of the progas-
al hasn't been determined. Lieged
sandl

The Slate Belr Council of Gow-
ernments has peoposed projects
for Upper Mount Bethel Town-
skip and Portland, officials sadd.
Information about those projects
could not be obtained.

Phillipstazg’s projects mclude
dmproved traffic signals to ease
congestion ot Union Sqearne, side-
walk improvements, a 300-car
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parking deck north of Uniea
Sguare along the railroad tracks
anda S1mallioz propesal terealign
the Rowte 23 west exit ramp.
Ezston and Phillipsburg offa-
cials have proposed encouragmg
pedescrian traffic between Centre

atrollex Easton's projects mnclude
a bdee path over the free bridge 1o
Phillipsturg, anew boat launcton
the Lebigh Biwer, trolley stops
throughout the caty, improve-
ments be Scolt and Rivessade
parks, and more on-street parking
ca Larry Helmes Doive aloxg
oot and Riverside packs.

Easton officials are seeking 52
miflion in bridge commission
funds for an imter-modal paplang
deck behind the Gow. Wolf baild-
ing. The caty has already ear-

marked $2 millioa from the state |

inaddnionto $3 5 million in feder-

al dollars through the Lehigh and

Northampton Transpectation Au- |

tharity. '
W Repociar Michasl P Butiercan

be reached gt B10-255-T1T1 ot by e-

madl gt mbuter@eapress-

Hmes.com
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